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I've just recently made a startling. earth
shgttering realization: l_'_% g fake fan. O.K.,
go ahead and laugh., I don't care if it does
seen fumny to you. It doesn't to me., After
hearing .all the fannish oathes shouted at
the so~called 'fake fans' and then finding
-out that I'm the one they're talking about,
I'n pretty-broken up-

It11 put it this way: Ole PJV is not a sclence
fietion fan. The first Stf mag I ever picked -
up was de of the first couple of issues of
Galaxy. (This night vind up as an autobiogi)
I read a few of the stories in it, enjoyed '
sone, detested the others. I put that nag
down (sonewhere back in the ancient '50s vhen
Fandom was Fandom with out Vorzimer), and nev-
er picked up another stf mag until May, 1953,
(r*x I was dragged by Don Donnell, ny best friend
A to the Vestercon that nmonth where Kris lev-
//’ ille, in a pleasant stupor, shmved an advance
) copy of F&SF in ny pocket., This was the 2nd
stf mag I reads I still was not keen at all
on the stuff,

How look at me..no, don‘t. To date, all the
stf I've read amounts to this: 2 ishes of Galaxy, L ishes of Startling, 2
ishes of Planet, 3 ishes of TW8, 1 ish of Astounding, 2 ishes of Fantastic
Story tag, 1 ish of SF Digest; i ish of Orbit, and Every Issue of F&SF,
The books 1've read are: Every lleinlein book tin the kiddy series), every.
Bradbury book, 3 anthologies and two pocket books. What does it amount to?
NOTHING, Why I'm a barefaced neophyte...a babe in arms...a totally ignor-
ant stf fan. Can I call nyself a 'fan’? I can't look nyself in the face
these days~-~1t's that bad. :

- In a way, I must be hiding it rather well. Nobody has yet accused me of
being a fake fan, llaybe because evetrybody lnows it! IHere I am, editing
wvhat is reputed to be one of the 'top ten! fanzines and I'm a living hoax!
In Geis' words, "Should such gp unmigigated crud go unchallenged?" Of course,

. Gels said this about my old mag, CRUB...I Jjust slipped in the "an”, But
that's the way I feel. I've now worked myself into a nice little inferior-
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ity complex. All Ifve got in 4B is just a plain zine. I ance wrote gquite
a Little neo~fannish artisle about where the vord Science~fiction went as
far as fanzines goo...uaturally, it was rejected, but recaliling this to
mind, agpang cf fear darts across ny nervous system. Iere I am; a perfect
exanpleld

It all started off when I was having an intellectual'’s breakfast, reading
IYPIIEN 1, CHAPTER-PLAY, and GPACESHIP, It actuwally happened as 1 started .
in reading $%. It was Dob's last issue. Ilere was a lead article by Boggs, °
it was on Doc Smith (See? I'nm learing alreadyl)s, I read it and kept won-
dering to nyself whc this Smith character was...the way he talked about him,
youfd think everybody lknev of hin--and alroast everybody does--but ne.

When Tom Piper took this little innocent wide-eyed neo under his wing and
told him just exactly what the thing ealled Fandom was etc., etc., I was
imnediately interested in starting my owm zine. IEventually, dear old AB

was born. I ran THREE LOVES, that was jugt barely science~fiction., I en-
joyed it.. It was that yarn Chat started the whole thing--if I hadn't enjoy-
ed 1t, I'd have never printed AB#l. Aftep three ishes I was rather glad to
see it ge, aven though it wwe rather,a.huge.success. (Still heraided as being
the greatest plece of fan-ficticm.d After that, cane the letters, that's
vhat occupied most of the mag.,s;apd so om up to now.

I enjoy publishing a magazine,..whethgreor not it's science-fiction, is not
a peint involved. I enjeoy corresponding end talking to interesting people
(such as ‘fans® are). 1 enjoy talking)c.and a magazine's editorial is as
good a place as any. . Iive tried to nmake AB interested...and I think Ifve
succeeded. But now is the time for the confession.

: B’
If I go to the Con without revealing this highly-kept secret, sonebody might
ask me if I've seen Bradbury around...and I might gay “Bardberry?” or "Brad-
bury? ~~who'!s he?" 1In short, I, mlight be trapped into reveaking this terr-
iflc weakness.. I'd rather dtell all' now.
I lmow, .it's a pitiful erime and I'll be Aaughed out of fandom, but please |
have mercy-on this poor fake-fan, -I'1ll try. I'll go out right now aand
read GLAN...,or sonething on Dianetics...or even THE DEMOLISHED MANI Ifve
got to do something. I'm only half a fan, ;oo

As Burt Satz put.it, I'm more or less of a "fan's fan", rather than a fan

of Selence~Fiction. I know you'll all hang me, dangle my lifeless body fron
the banquet-room chandelier...but I won't care...,at least I had fun and en-
Joyed it while it lasted, g

Latest anfl Final CONish sales we be listed on the next to the last page. 0.K.,
so the pace is beginning to tell...so this ish jg2 24 pages...so it is rahter
Fskimpy"”e. I'm cutting dovm maiddy because I'1ll he saving nor rioney that can
be used on the CONish. The printer's goof on the-offset cover of #5 was rect-
ified, but Instead of throwing .it om #é, I kept it for the CONish, nothing
lilke an offset cover--and it really is going to be beautiful. :

Another rather irportant discovery I learned was hat it wouldn't be a good
iueuw 1or ne to print ou out of the 1u0 CUlishh pages belore tihe Con and sliy
the COU reports and stuff in later, 20 pages now 80 after. Running out. *DBye.
Oopsi nmnore room than I thought. K'm planning to get an Oklacon report from.
DCN CHAPPELL, possibly f{and I havenit worked on this yet) a Dellfontaine rep-
opt from EEEvans, plus a Con report of the Friscon by rie, dompletely illuste-
rated with sbout 50 face eritturs, Io telling what will core in fronm Tucker,
Grennell, Willis, or the other boys. Undoubtedly, I'll be handing you boys
ypur copy of this mag up at the Cone...those of you who arent going will have °
recgved this on About the last day of Auge., so you'll get it before you go
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The letter 1've selected this tine isan int-
d#resting one from Mack Reynolds, and I dontt
wvant you readers to get the ldea fron this
and the selection last 1ssue by Robert Krepps
that T intend to print only letters from pros
here, In the first place, I haven't got that
rany. and in the second I have some interest-
ing fan letters begging for exhuuation (%)too,
It just happened that I pulled ocut pro lett -
ers these irst tuo tines. And so, without
further ado, let's get to liack Reynold's let-
ter, dated July 15, 1950:

Dear Terry:

Okay, to get bhack to our murderousargue -
nent: wvhether or not van Vogt, lleinlein  and
rubbard would degcend to do short stories
these dajys. 3

-

First, the stories you see today were soli
possibly a year or more ago before the curr-
ent boom started., There were about eight
stf nags in the spring of last year, there
are over twenty-five now, In those days thae
better lnmowm stf writers did write shorts anc
Bere prcbably glad to get the dougho

About van Bogt and the shorts you see by
hirn. Leave ne let you into a secret, chun,
Van Vogt 1is sounevhere in the vieinity of 40
years ol age, 1 assune. Vhen he was tuelve,
he used to write (onee apain, I assune) HttLs
storieg for his eighth grade teacher. After
shie gave him e-~plus for his compositions he

stashed then awvay in a noldy old trunl: in the

attlc. Today, yan Vogt Ras to do ig cel
ong of these ;__;g_ Qut the trunk uen4
pey nagazine.

ic oif §$ g,b and
buy 1ti: ..mfim!ggz_'ﬁ
Liag bgﬁﬁgét

Tha sanc applics to all the big nares,
Clunkers they ve had in their files for yea's
are selling like hot cakes,

nore sigrned

About lleinlein still selling shorts--sursy
for the glicks. Iie wouldn't waste an idea
or the tine on a pulp story. DBob probably
gets about a thousand bucls a thpou for a

Sat. BEve Post story and it doesnit nolke any
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iif{ereace now s oAv s Lack magazine buy on a flat rate ¢
chi per word

Ly the way, & o' ¢ kaow it yuu ve heard that Ray Paloer of Uliuger crids
fell down a2 flight of steps and is nov in bed partly paralyzed. Dea llah-
affey has talken owver and is sweating blocod trying to keep tiuings going., I
hear that lloward IBrowne and Uill Hanling of Ag321n9 and Panta;fiu Adventures
have been pitching in and helping Bea but I inagine it's quite o strain.

Cordially,
Mack Reynolds

The above 1ls ecut quite a biu, since there was qui*c a bit of naterial
that vwouldn*t ve lntercsting ¢t this late date. .
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Fiiteen fans in this 2lub and I have to be elected Prexy!
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I have always felt that I an one of the luckiest fans alive (I nmake this
distinction because neny fans are dead-~take Willis and Tuckser, for example,
-uamd then too, many are juss deadheads.) You see, I have a mailnman vho is

a faa-aa~aa-aa~ag-anl

1 shall pause for a few lirnes and let this sink into your craniuns vhile
Vorzy cries about the wastel space.

&

(That's enough space for you, Carrt --ed.)

Dack again. Yaé&s, you heard ne right, nmy mailmen is One of Us. T disc~
overed this about a year ago, vhen Kelth Jospph was at my Crypt. Up the
street trudged the naillearrier, his eyes on my house as if it was a cold
bettle of Bheer in the niddle of the Sahara. The reason for this, as all
getifen lmewy was that he was carrying a ton of nail for ne,

Keith and 1 dashed down the steps and net hinm next to the mailbox, grov-
oling in the dirt before hin as all True Fen do when confronted by neilren.
fle bid us rise, seening a trifle embarrassed for sone reason,; and bowled
e over by tossing the mail at ne without warhing. 1 went to the dirt again,
and the letters went flying.

iy mallran grabbed one in nid-air and was abcut to hand it to e wvhen
the return address caught his eye. It wvas, "1lth Vorld Scimmcc Fiction Cone
venticn™.

He looked at ne and saild, "You read this slop?"” pointing to the return
address. ’

"Yes," I said a bit belligerantly.

"Ilell, " he laughedo "I“ve been readln this erap for phirty years.”
Keith and 1 looled at each other, avestruoko All I could think of was
iighod, and sonehow I felt as though that would not be an approprlate conmn-

ent to nmakeo

Well, the upshot of it was the he had started off wlth the Durroughs
ars booLs (on vhich he gave us a lengthy discourse) and had gone on bliss-



fully reading scianece fiction bocks--though no nagazines—-for qita a fevr
years lie hod tried sonme rnags later on, but only ore he liked was Apozine
whilch =t the tive ves festurlng the Shaver Mystery (as he put it, 2 Thay -
were buli----, bul they vere good reading.%), Astounding wes too d€ep for
hir znd Galaxy lef't hin cold. '

I was despairing about this tine of ever convertlng hin to fandom, be-~
cause of his obviously primitive tastes. Hovever, I would have tried, had
I not visuslized what it mipht be if I wes to succeed. Gad, his housé wo.s
half—blogk away before nine on his route, If I converted him he'd probably
be stopping orf ot his house every day to read fanzines! Then he'l get
eyetracks all over the things and 1 vouldn't enjoy then half as much. Be-

cides, I'd probaobly get ny neil even later than I did then if I was to eon-
vert hir.

. _So I“didn‘? convert hin. When Keith rnde a casual reference to fandom,
1 kicked hiw in the shins, treated the mallnan to a chicken-—--t snile, and,

sald, "Yes, we have a new fan couing today, but they didn't send it by nail.
bhut up, Keithi" » .

The ¥ Ind

Y3

e

No real groans this time...Just the last page of the nag. arrts colutm
was a 1ititle short this time--but will be back--bigger and better than
ever in the Conish. Hope i1t'1l run about 5-6 pages. Then, Terry will
huvee-opps, cenit po into detalls. I want that Conish to be a surprise.
Today®s the 15th and things are coning alorng right on schedule. Trouble
is, only 508 of the C-ish naterial will be done before the Con,

liad the extreme farmish honor of visiting the pad of one Charles L. Durbo:o.
(See that, Charles...your rane--cgain!). ‘There 1 net Ed Cox, Don Wilson,
Lee Jucobs, and a couple ol others--including lirs, Durbee. 6h, vhat an
HOLOTs (€€y0... Got the Fantasy Anateur plus sone other FAPA (#68) zines.
I'm 10th on the danp list and it looks like I won't get in until May, darn
it. Oh, wvell, naybe OMPA, WAPA, and HAFS will zecept me a'fore that.

lypect to run off V. Paul Towell's DIFFUSE tomorroum DBeleive ne, this is
definitely an up-and-cordng zine, A Geis-coluim, yet! And done by the
cuperb dittoing process of the ACUE PULLISIING CO.l (Mes) I suggest you
all buy a eopy of this one,..hecrtily recconended. Also arriving cver
Lere will be a gel by the naue of Janlee Jesecobson--a fan wvho put cut =
1litle zine colled DMy IIC., at only 1GH! Shefs 1k nev, and tainl's she
night pubt apgaiun...only rach. better. I%11 onnounce if and vhen she's polnug
to it the nev one and the navc. Oh yes, Paul Illowell's eddress 1s 6520
Cenkry Ave., liorth licllywood, Celifornic.

F.L. Shaeffer is tenporarily out of' the onpubbing field, being that 1 toolr
tie ditto away, and hes tallen away to heated feuding with Denils Moreen,
Believe re, Parl is going to be rnother Vorziner in fardor. Moremn, iro
vhat e, F11ik, and Parl tells ne, is going to explode! 1liks Gels-uorshipr-
ing article in FROTON #+ was o dilly. For this he’ls after Park--clains Parl
printed it wnder his nonee Thasaall.

pety
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Whc cares about the ten top fanzines? There are too many polls
belng conducted in fandom tc debternine the ranking anateur nmags. Vorz-
irer is conducting one; Wells is compiling a 1list of the ten best. And
I don't know howv nany others are doing the exact same thing. These polls
cannot be accurate for the sinple reason thet the participants in each
are for the nost part neitbers of one group of fandorm. Tor ekample, those
uho are bineg polled by Pete are naturally younger and newer to fandom
than those wiio Cherles is surveying. Most of Pete’s mailing list is comp-
osed of 7th Tandomers, although not entirely, by any neans. and they would
naturally lean tovard a 7th Fandon zine such as ABstract or Psychotic.
Which 1s all right. They are both fine mags. However; GREY, CW's pub-
lication is sent around nore to the old-timer’s on Chuck's malllng list
and these fellows whio have been around Fandon for a while night choose
the type of neg like HYPHEHI; a nore neture publication. So the averasge
young-fan m1ght turn in a 11st sonething like this: #1 Psychotiec, #2 AB-
stract, #3 Fog, #+ A lLa Space, #5 Spiral, and so fortho Hot that these
arentt good nmegs...they certainly are. It's just that this fan lelt out
out others worthy of note such as Oopsla: and Peon. A fanzire like Psy-
chotic, whose mailing list covers Jjust about every part of fandon, would
be better suited than one lilze GRFY/FIEIDETTA or ABstract to conduct such
a poll. (Author’s note: That introductory statenent does not necessarily
express ny opinion. & care about the ten top fanzines. I voted in both
polls nentioned.,.but controversial subjects nake good material for col-
umns, so I made the fonzine polls gcontroversial by disagreeing with themn.)’

* * * .

Two Baltimoreans (fshouldn’t that be Baltinorcng? -ed./) recently
pald me a visit, Coincidentally, they happen to be fans, too. Raleigh
Multog and John liitchcock, to be more apecifi They cane up last week-
end for three doys. 1 vas vorlzing part of the tiney so I didn't have as



i el as d liliad Yo, We did havd fun. thouph’
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Did you ever sto; te figure out the fanzine you nost lilte to receive?
Probably, sub- consc10usly you h ve, but then what nagazine 1s it? (Ten
Top Fanzine Polls anyone? ~ed.¥ 1 used to wait by the nailbox for Psychot-
le, because it had such interesting fanzlie revievs and other features. (hu
tor this vou stayed up nights and days, in rain and hot weather for onre
whole nonth?-ed.) Dut nou itfs changed; sone of the appeal is gene. HMags
like Peon and Skyhool. although top nagazines, do not appeal to me so ruch
because they contain longer articles ond stories and do not have all of the
sriull, interesting features that I lool for in a nag. DBut 1 do recognize
those zires as perhaps the finest in the field. 1 like to read ABstract
for its letters ond revies; they are interesting as vell as informative.

It hos a neat and fascinating layout that drovs ny attention., The perfect
exauple of ry type of naterisl--er fanzine rather. is The Cosuie TFrontier.
Although its naterial certainly cen't coupare with that of Skyhook or Peon,
it has all the short features and the interesting layout uhich noke it ati-
ractive, I wish thot soreone else published CF and sent it to me. (Thet's
the snealiiest way to get in a plug Tive ever seen.)

» F * Y
I would very much like to see next year's convention held in llew
York City. The rost inportant =ity in the world iz not good enough for
fandou, 1 guess. There are really vgry few active fans in the area conp-
ared to Los Anggtes, for instance. The South has rany fans and so has the
Mid-West. Dut us poor lNey Yorkers. 1 doubt if there would ever be encugh |

people fron liew Yorl: at a Con to vote for it as the next xlte. lict even
if T went,

* A v -

You've all noticed thnat Ted Wnite hoz gone full-gize with ZIP¥ Y
don?t Jxmow,.,.I kinda lilked i1t the other vay. Did yeu notice one fanzine
whiich had ept up nonthly for « long tii:e now huas sarged off? You guessed
it--TC¥F, T tired...been working all surner. 1 guerantee an issue belfore
the nonth is out though. lInough of ne for one issue, --£.Ks Doclkke

VORZIMER ADDITION: Stu, I have practically the sane rolling list as Diel
Geis does, Glve or talle 2 few, wve are about the sane. Cuys like Ackernan,
Burbee, Doggs, Tucker, Cerr, Riddle, Ganeley, Kllison, iickmon, Johuson,
lloffman, Ish, Willis, En 11.,11q Caikins Lydahl, Biddlf, Seuenovich, have
been arcund a2 hack of a long tiric, 7th Fandnnmites accupy about Dl out: of
about 100, Check the baecl: 1list of Conish purchosers aond see. 1 think
you'll be surprised....50% have becen in since before '50. Sea? #fllo oft-
cuse apeainst Multop and fitcheock in the "Baltimoron” tern--just phrasing
the great Bard Willis.

lave you heard? People econ no longer bow to Willis, for indeed, willisg
(nane must now be spelled trith small case letters--and he rust be refferred
to as Rudolpli--nc, not Randolph--Rudolph)., For Willis® god is Burbee.

Got a2n affectionate letier from IRG, (Never pood) Browme stating that a
certain boy up in Canada Will come out with a nag soon, that’ll beat any
subzine nov on the market, More of Drowmels bragging, or....? PJV



Don't get mad, I get pretty sick myself writing such a large dose of mat-
erial for ABstract., It's just that I have this page to use up--itis an
extra page--I was only supposed to print 24 pages, but added reviews and
junk added two more pages. So don't complain,

Many rather farmlsh things have happened to me in the last week. I wvisit-
ed Burbee'!g--drank some of his special home brew, met many interesting fen
and had a-.general good time. I had an interview with 57th Fandom--some 10
yvear old stf fans at the iece-skating rink where I was skating. I met a
femme fan from this area--one Janice Jacobson who pubbed BEMS INC., at the
age of 104, I pubbed both this issue of ABstract and alsoc pubbed ﬁaul Now-
ell's DIFFUSE #50

What went on at Burbee's will go down in some column I'm going to write,
so I won't bother to talk much on that subject here. The 57th Fandomites
I met were mainly interested in the nudity of recent isssues~-rather than
just an interested outlook on stf or fandom. However, one of these boysy
a youngster namne of Peter Gray, bought a copy of AB-~-and who knows, but
maybe in a month or so welll have some neo-fannAsh piece of tripe from
him and another faned will be on-his way.

Today, Paul came over and we went abod% Ppubbing Diffuse. Actually, Diffuee
alone was an all day job, but I had to go and try to finish AB today alsdk,.
Well, it's finished, but Paul has all gone home. It took us some 6 hours
tc do up Diffuse-~and here § am doing the remainder of ABstract. Janice
Jacobson dropped over to seg how the other half lived. We showed her the
ropes...but she didn't seem too interested in activfanning. She said she
night come out with a crud~sheet called "JINX", but she seemed rather doubt~ -
ful. I say, let's wait 'till she grows up another four or five years before
she pubs again. &he hasn't seen a fanzine in a long time. And believe me,
it doesn't take long out of fandom to forget names, or to find they've since
dropped out of Fandom.

All told, I've had a rather fannish week. Why, even at the beach, Clemons
would constantly be asking me to tally up what I .think 1t'll cost us for
the Convention., So I did. I said it would run something like this for the
averaga L.A. fan leaving with our group: Carfare (by Greyhound): $12.00;
Food (for % days): $15.00; Room (splitting one with 3 other guys): $7 per
bhe whole Con..or $1.75 a night; plus spending, gambling, and entertainment
money. In short, the average fan who's looking for a good time should bring
from $50 up...with an absolute minimum of $34.

Welve been talking about this for a long time and we're all looking forward
to-it. As yet, I haven't bought a camera with which to take any of my Con-
ish pictures. Since I sold my Graphic, I've still been looking. Anybody
got any reccomendations to make concerning a Leica, Contax, Cannon, Exata,
cr such? Reflex and Press Cameras are now out wlth me--execept for special
occaislons.

Hope you'll notice (you can‘t help it)®that this one page of purple is bett-
ar than any other single page of the issue--and I can't even know for sure,
as I'm still typing the dang thing. Rex-0 is sure going to get a complaint
on their blue m.u.'s--they don't last past 60 good copies...they'’re crud.
PETE
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Last ish I had to cut you short because 1 had used up
nost of ny space for other stuff and 1 wanted to stay
under 32 pages (which I didn't). This ish, I must stay
under 24 pages, which even gives me less room. 1 can

from only print two letters, from Mr. Boggs and Mr. Grennell.
the 0 «ceeca- e e e 10 e o e o e o e Bt e O e
DEAIl of "

GRENNELL....You are indeed fortunate to have the service of Rotlser..he's
very good and seldon seen in subzines these days. The blue printing on
the first page looks good. There ls‘always a period of low famnish act-
ivity around July-August...the Dog-Day Doldrums you might call it. Then
there's a perlod around the Con that gets very inactive...everybody is
going to, attending, coning fron or mecovering from the affair and we
stay-at-hones get a chance to pursue our non-fan actlvities. Then it
picks up, with a slump at Christmastine, to a peal vhich usually falls
sonetine around February-llarch. Sone nath~ninded fan should chart the
thing graphically sonetime. If you want to send me a CONish, I°'11 send
the 25¢ postpaild upon receipt. I used to send eash in advance for fan-
zines but I've been anply cured of the practice. Or nmaybe I could bar-
ter soiething else for then. I customorily charge 25§ apieee for photos
(kx5 eontact prints)..anybody you want to seec photos of? Yeah, in the
knov~-~you need uoney to pay for supplics vith, Dut at the noment, I'nm
in the sane position and I plain can't spare a quarter if I wvanted to.
When his last neme 1s used as a possessive, Redd prefers that it be used
thusly: "...one of Boggs'! jokes," Minor quibble, but inmportant to him,
From the letter I'vc seen by hinm lately--in Abby and others--iiittlebuscher
geens to be shooting for the currently-vacant post of Chief Bellyacher of
Fandorta Ilc has a subline glfft for rubbing people the vrong vay..and sone
nicd qualities too. For sone tie now I've been trying to concentrate on
his good polnts and 1lile the guy in splte of his faults. DBut I zust con-
fess I'nt about ready to give up. I'n a fairly tolerant slob ordinarily,
but wvhen a guy she~dogs 1t up because goriebody lilies ny magazine--in
w%i%? he, hiuself had a contribution--even 1y good-nature starts to fray
a i8 SeallSe

Trouble with liittlebuscher is that he can't seen to separaie foct fron
opinion and tends to treat h&s personal opinions as if they vere self-
evident laws of nature. 7This sl 2 comrion trait among fans but Paul runs
it into the ground. The thing that corks e about hin is the vay he's
forever and forever going on about vhat he'd do and vhat he wouldn’t do
if he was edlitipp GALAXY or if %% we.s running sone fanzince or other. I
would truly like to sece the result if he ever dggs get around to publish-
ing sonething. I won'ty say I1'd like to rcad it but T dammed well would
lile to ggg it, If he's as godlike and omniscient as he lets on, it would
be a dilly and if he puts out the tub of creadle 1 think he would, then



Hz*il geov his own n cine tacke-with interest yet. NNaney Shere pubt 4t
rather well in the lact issue of ODGE PODGE: "Get lost, Mitilebuscher.

To which 1°il add, "We proivise to miss you if you'll just getl gone.' "ilred-
it Walt Kelly) And for Mittlebuscher, of a2ll faunish people, to sneer at
you or anybody else about their typos...Jesus He Christ! Clear back to your
reply to [all's letter now--1 thinlkk you are a bit confused over the tern
"Hilisted YMan”, You say, "Cap'ns will pick up enlisted ren--especially if
the I are officers..” That malies about as nuch sense as saying, "Dogs
willl chase rabbits--especially if they are dogs..." The term ‘enlisted
nanf{ is applied to a person in the UH-Armed Forces vho is (1) masculine
in gender and (2) not one of the comnissioned grades~-i.e., fromn 2nd Lieut.
through General. IExceptlon is the Warrant Officer and Flight Officer uhc
are neither fish nor fowl...theoretically, one doesn't salute WOs and FBs
but theylre apt to chew you ocut if you don’t and they gre, after all, tol-
erated in the Officer's Club. And, to be quite fair, Tl quibble a bit
with ilall too., I have seen on officer (and he was o Captain too) go out
and pick up an enlished man for sore detail’ of other, llatter of foect, ny
Range Officer frequently picked ne up and chauffeured ne in to the base
vhen I was pulling Ronge CQ and had to eat at early mess. It wvusn't that
he had to but Just that he liked to drive jeeps. Doesg this help to clear
anything up? Only a Willis could coin a ternm like "Baltimoron" for Multog
and his funble-witted crew,.

Mittlebuscher may nov screan in triumph but, honestly Pete, I can't see
that Crue rates the sane rating as WAW's Inconparable TIE MICHAUTED DUP-
LICATOR, Yven in ny snmuggest noment, I couldn't rate Gruein the sanme
ckdss with That! You wouldn't have been stretching things rmueh ifyou'd
given TED an A*#x*axa¢xy (10) rating and I guarantee that if you go back
an aditinister such an accolade, you wor't have to dust it off and drag it
out wvery often. Only thing 1 foresee in the irmediate future to cone up
to TED is the FALUCYCLOPEDIA II, vhich Redd Doggs and Walt Willis are cooke
ing up. That, I'n faunching to readi

Finest thing in the issue--and well worth the price of the rmagazine by its~
elf--was, of course, the James White/Walt Willis Fan-Fare. This aluost--
quite literally--~kiiled me. I was just looking it over and YFe-reading it
preparatory to comnenting on it when 1 dragged a deep lungful of Dunhill
funes and hit the "..even mountain' just at the preclse mnpropituocus tinme.

I snorted, cholied, and still hove a sore throat from it., Curse you, Willis,
and you the Great White, farther.

Enjoyed the Iieclkman autoblog too...though I doubt greatly that hefll find
anyone in fandornt interested in buying a nanure spreader. Most fans seen
to do ulright without one of thosel

Only wvay I've found to licl: the page-nunbering bugaboo 1s the system I use

in GRUF--munber the letter-~section spearately, and vhen youlve finiched

your lead-scction and your letter section, bring the nunbers up to date on the
concluding page or tuo. Your're right that nobody needs a table of contents
but page-nunbers are handy when your readers corment on the issue. Cotta

chop it off now. Please hold your answver toll Grue 21 arrives in a couple

of weel:s, CK?
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nows We hear fram Der Sgob..which is REDD DBOGGS backwards...

A few words first ebout ABstract #5, I find I don'‘t have much to say, ex-
cept thet I thinl: rgking it a letterzine is a rntiserable idea, Dob Peatrov-
sky seens to be doing quite well with-Confab, and you nay do equally s

well with your fanzine, bul the trouble with letterzines is that they becone
stale and inbred} with 1little fresh grist (pardon the Tixed metaphor). The
letter deportnent of a regular fanzine is usually pretty interesting becausec
the articles and colums in the preVvious issue acluays give the letter writers
sonething new to €talk about, ;
It seens to ne that you don’t lknow wvhat you want to do with ABstrsct. App-
orently you decided In the nidst of publishing #5 that you'd make it a letter-
zine, but now you ore soliciting-an adticle fron‘ne so apparently the letter-
zine Idea die just more water o¥er the goddam.

Gee, this is the first tine I've comnented on ABstrocty yet I find nyself
quoted in three places in the letter section. I like nearly all the letters,
and was particularly interested in lrs. Dominicli's: ‘This is the first tine
Iive seen o letter fron her, I believe, and I thought 'it was very arusing
and well done. While all the letters are interesting, I think they contain
sone rmaterial that couldfve been onitted without hurting them. If one

trins Eg% stringently, much of the spontaneity 1s lost, but on the other
hand, a bit of judicious cutting may sharpen a letter’s effect

Thanx for the review of Skyhool. Very nice and I appreciate it...The Fon-
Feres were excellent (especially the asides by Willis).

Regarding page nunbers: they are useful even though you don't have a table
of contents., 1In the first place, they keep the pagination straight during
the production of the issue. In the second place, they indicate to the
reader how the sequence of pages is supposed to go in case there'ls a ndixup
or a page is onitteds Recently I've received several nagazines with pages
nissing and I'n not sure but what there's page nissing in AB#k, vhere the
text brecks offin nld~sentence at tlie botton of one page and is not cont-
inued on the next . In the third place, page nunbers are useful in referring
to sonething in the nagazine one wvants to cite. Tor instance, I'd like to
tell you where that nixup oecurs in AB#, but all I can say is that it comes

in the "Rest in Peace'" section, breaking off at the bottom of soue page or
Other ®ep 00

To your letter. I'm glad you could use the Rotsler artwork. Ilie is a fine
artist indeed...I've got all the styluses I need, thanks. What is the other

lettering gulde? I might be able to sue it, unless 1 have one lile it al-
ready.



The address Iive got for Jack Harmess is 595 Park Avenue, Meodville nn
sylvani but I'm not sure but what this 1s hils college zddress and nyy
not be good in the summer. I dunnce .

I donit thinl: six issues proves too much about your "lasting” qualities. A
lot of fans have produced six issues in a burst of frantie energy on Tirst
contacting fandom, Most of then don't last much longer, hoving burned then- °
selves out in no tine. I hope you are right about your "boundless energy”,
but I'11 believe it uore surely when 1 see you still publishing ABstroct
next sunrier wlth the sane enthusiasn. ..

You're going to Medical dchool? Thatis a good thing, of course, but from
what I hear, it'll be a place where your boundless energy willbe tapped
agoin and again. My sister pals around with a girl who attends the U of
Minnesota nedical schools she's a snart kid (got here Bachelor of Science
degree cum laude) but they're really rumning her ragged. Good lucke.

There was a tine vhen FAPA allowed waiting listers to circulate mags in

the bundles, but there uvere so nany hassels as a result that it hasn't

been allowed in recént years. I thinlr 1950 was the last tine. Iovever,

you can put out a special nagazine for nenbers and mall it to them yourself.
It won't be an official FAPA nagazine, but wlll reach everybody Just as well
as if it were. Ags a walting-~lister you wlll recelve o copy of the August
Fantasy Awateur, the official orgon, in three weeks or so., It contains the
coriplete rost of all nenmbers and waiting listers and their addresses, so
that you can use it as a nailing listé

For that natter, 1t seems barely possible, though not too probably, that
youill be a nember by the time of the jloverber meiling. You probably wan't
know for sure till nid-October, howevet. 8Several on the waiting list have
failed to talie advantoge of the opportunity of joining, so that the list
has shrunl faster than I anticipated.

I tried to fill out your fanzine poll, but fouled up too ruch to use. Illove
ever, I will say here that ny fovorite fanzines are Hyphen, Psychotic, and
Oopslal, probebly in this order, with Spgceship, Grue, and a lot of o%hers
up close, but I'd hordly lmow hou to rate thert on account of their nore
speclalized slant. In fact, for sheer enjoyhent both Spaceship and Grue
should rate 1n the top three, but both are fapazines now and as such per-
hpps do not deserve to oubrank the subzines, I dunno. As I say, I can't
vote at all, so don't count this as a ballot,



With Redd's and Dean's letterg, I planned to use up 6 pages, but herc I
am already done, about 1 2/3 pages early. I have sone quotes fron many,
nany, letters that I'11 use here....

GRAY DARKER: May try to make the SFCON, Myselfy I like a good fight now
and thenj perhaps thot was vhat noede ADstract so interesting and enter-
teining. If you thinl: SFandon is complicated, you should toke 2 eracl at
the saucers. (lo thenks. -ed.) RICH BERGERO[l: I'd rather see % 20-page
issues of ALstract than a 100 page AllllIsh. (You forpgot the 100 page COli-
ish! -ed.) GEORGE VIKSLIIIS: Due to an elongated attacl: of Gafia, I have
been out of touch with all my friends?in fandon. So, to those people wvho
Imow re and are reading this~-cheer up, I'nm cordng back, (BOULD LFFECTS:
Groons, eries of "bool" etec.,). There are two things I'n glad of: 1)

Lyle Iessler is slowly getting to be myother unpopular and so is Richard
Gels, 2) Stuart liock 1s beconing a DIiF. (I feel the smme way about Stu,

T kind of felt I've given hiin a helping hand too..~ed.) RAY THOIPSOI:
Hobody though of such a thing--a letterzine~-that 1s, until Peatrowslky

canie up with CONFADL, and now, look at ygu. (Teh, teh, nmlboy, itis a shue
that nobody thought of & letterzinc before...l vonder vhols going to ex-
plailn to Forry Aclkerpan that his 50 issues of VO (Voice of the Inaginat-
ion) are not original, even though he prececded Peatrousky by 20 yeors or
80! -ed.) DAVE RIKE: I'm a xixth fandonite, entered in 1950-~Carr is a
Firth Fandoultey entered in 19%9, I'n off iike TenpestStorn's bras..
QUOTECARDS FROM WILLIS (Courtesy lir. -Boggs)..."Of course, printing runs in
cur faiily ard I hove ucrcly reverted to type! Willie, Slant #2, U"There
is absolutcly no prize for colleeting o corplcete set o% nuote cardsa." Steoor
registered Trade lar!-.” RICLHARD ¥, GEIS: Thinpgs up here cre looliing rather
din (for nc al least) concerning attending the conjy it ©ll depends on trans-
portotion. Th-t and the uwrge to po. Ifn not too sure cven nov thot 1 reall:
vaut to. One poris of ne says: "Don't be an idgot, of COULME you want to o
and ncet ©11 those faccacavens.'" and another parts of iie says: "Dont be an
idisty of course you dor't want to neet nll those faccoaonacens.” And judp
g fron pest perfornenec on 1y part...sinece 1 dislil:c cravds ond loud
Loises.. .l probably won't goe I vould lkke to ses and ncet you tho, and
vallzing, but not in the phrenctle atrniesphecre of a Cons &nell congenial
groups urc fine, but I'nt by noture an antf-scoizl intro-spective hernite
type. A veol nixed up guyy neo  {Ohy Dicly Loy, I doubt iIf I%11 be able
to 1alie it up your way, unless I can persunde soriecne up at the Con to go
vitnh ve and nay you o visite-evern then I've got to dash right houce to
out Al's Convention iscme ind reced that precious tine. I hope you will oo
anyony, thoo.-ed, )

I've 50t hordes ond hordes o1 letters but they'lre 2ll filed avmy nice and
nectly In 11y letler-fille and 1 just Qon*t have the heart to go learin
through the deng thing just for a eouple of lousy quotcs. Desides, I'n
gelng to use thic tolloving page for ten-top fanzine resulicsesesesaoespv
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The originel ten top fanzipe poll started with a snmell quarter-poge filler
in ABstract 2. Actuslly, I suppose I had nothing beticr to do then take
up space vith a £iller. 1 had never hecrd anybody say that any zine wms
“definlitely”™ one of the bect. It was just his or hers opinior. I decild-
ed that maybe I ecould undertoke such a poll. By the tine AB#5 care out, :
T had 169 votes..I think it wes in AB#A+r thot I announced the end of the

First pol. I was not too satiBfied with just 169 votes. The results
of the first 109 were:

m
! 4

{J
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ABST A T

1) SKYHOOK 2) PSYCUOTIC g) INSIDE 4) SRAGESHER- 5) OOPSLA!
6) RiGi 7) HYPIIEN 3o Q) &RS®=  10) ST ADVIRTISER
SPACESHIP FEop ogsTIR S

There was a snoll lull and AD gained enough points to overcone IIISIDE

and ascend to 3rd place. I rnust eonfess that nost of the votes sanefron
West of the Mississippi--although I'd like to state here and now that this

is 21l being done on a fair and irnpartial basis, and has been fron the starti.

liow, with 232 vectes taliing in sone 63 votes from East of the liississippi,
things have changed a little. AB has lost sone of its populerity (raihly
due to feuds) nev nags have entered (DIMEIISIONS being the notable exanple),
and fandort has changed., TUp to dateg}the results are:

1) PSYCHCTIC 2) IYPHEN ;) COPELA! 4) GRUE 5) ABstract
6) $XYHOQK 7} PEOH o) DIMEISIOUS 9) SF AD. 1C) Destiny

£ "
Bveu now, the polls camnot be considered closed as long as there is a fan
who hasn't voted (and there rust be another 50-~75 of theri). Why, if this
50~75 group should all vote STAR ROCKEIS first place..that would niake SR
the top dog and shaft everybody. For exampls: 1 sheet came in rating 4D
as #L with GRUE not listed in the top ten, Another care in listing GRUE
as #l and AB as #+. Uov according to ny point systemn, a lst Place vote
is worth 10pts., 4th Place is vorth 7pts. Thot nmakes GRUE 1Onts zhead
fronm vhat it wos, and AB 17pts. from what it was. liow AD was 079pts., adn
GRUE was 891, .this chonge nakes AD 896 and GRUE 90l--only S5pts. difference
instecd of 12, If just one 6th Place vote cores in, without any top ten
votes for GRUE, AD is then 4th..and that holds true for any other zines
in their places.

I night add that HYPIEN is close to beconing the best fanzine. DICK GHLS
won wvith 1313 (believe it or not) while II¥PIHII had 1295, low if Willis
(who, by the vay, hasn’t voted), Clerke, White, Shew, and sone of those
boys voted "-" as best, it would give Walt soue 50-100 nore points, enuf
to swamp POY. 1've last the figure sheet now, but I thiniz these nunbers
arc right, I believe that OOPS has 1226, about B9 votes behind “-", this,
as you can see, can also be changed by two or three people. The greatcest
gap in this poll isbetucen 3rd and 4th place (1226 and 901), reaning that
HYPIIENl, PSYCIOTIC, AIID OOPSLA! cornered most of the votes with GRUL and AL
soolting up vhat was left; leaving the top five with about four tires (nmore
ncarer to 6 tines) as nony votes as the botion five of the top tem.,

I'n quite anxious to sec¢ the results of Charles Well's poll to see if it .
tallies with nine, DBy the way, if anyorec wents to zccuse ne of dishonesty,
feel free to go right ahead. I won't nind, you won't lose re as a friend,
I have all the figures, quite accurate, and even a list of nanes which I
tould publishe-but not hext to their choices. peter vorziner



In the pasty; 1've givern NC some rather good reviews. And, for its size,
IIC was a rather fine zine., This lssue 1t didn‘t do quite so Gell, I was
a little disappeinted. One of the reasons why a mag like Shangri-La (ti:
official organ of the LASFS) is not popular with the general public, is
because the nag 1s rather localized and not of interest to many other fen.
FAN-FICTION, one of the things 1 loathe unless it's exceptionally good
was rather predominant this lssme. One nore thing, though 1 hate to say
it for what I owe him~~Don Donnell is getting t&ther stale. Sorry, old
boy, but there are getting to be quite a few other people who feel  the
sane way as 1 do. Your characters are perpetually named Roberta, Sally
or Paula--and 1 lnow all three of them. However, that is of little con-
sequence where the writing abillty is+envolved. There is no doubt, Do,
that you have the ability, but you consistently handieap yourself  with
the sane love ploty and characters...the mush gets a little nonotonous
after a while~~-sane holds true for yoyr mandand-woman end of the world
plots. Fnough, this is supposed to b# a eriticlasnm of NC. MHitcheock’s
20lumn 15 very poor--same with Mosher's. MOKE SIGHALS is fair. Claude
Rapbles is the best thing in the igsue..and that is not the best 1've
seen Ulaude do. Letter column interesting--but the letters have been
cut somewhat---it lacks that well-~known VVV. Rather poor ish this time.C

Hearty congratulations to Roni Youlve finally caught on. After reprint-
ing nostly inconsequentlal erud for many issues, you're finally reprintine
scne more-~or-less worthwhile material., Thias is a revival of Quandry, and
a welcoue one, for I mayself have never seen an ish of Q--there are many
others, I believe, who haven't either. The nanes of Willis, Elsberry,
Hotfman, Tucker, Silverberg and Sneary help perk up the issue. This zinc
i3 improving quite a bit. Tho I nust say this is probably due to Shelvy's
infhdance, rather than Ron's. Ron annownced in this issue, that LF 20MBIE
11111 be revived in his next issuce If Bon keeps up thia policy (tho surely
helll run out in another {our issues) he’ll heve hirself up in the top 20
mags. Ron lacks good inside illos. IIis reproduction of illos is rather
pror. which may be one reason...other than that, the nsg is quite readaoble
and rather interesting. RECOMNEIDED for a try. Pretty Good. B

Maggy (that 13 a cute nane--isn't it@) gets ne so confuced with his naue
changes. At first 1 thoughtthis to bs a one~shot of sone variety, but it
turns out thot this 1s actually another issue ot SF or VAP, John says
this change will be permanant and it will be VARIOSC fvonm nov one. J6hn
certalnly puts out a neat magazine; very nice vitn Visolor, and very read
able. The nmaterial, though by big names, proved soncvhat winteresting to



AL {Miscion Gravity) CLEMEIT has an article cellsd “Characte:x

1 o ) v Uhic verested me little. THE SUBTLE ART OF LETIERUACY
NG Ly Ldck Clarksen proved sonevhal interesting. Letters Dy Doggsy and
Greanecll The nag i3 a wellspus-together 2% pages. Very Well Done. B

This nag 1s just simply terrific. 1 love a mag that makes me laugh till .
ny sides split (though 1 do feel quite unconfortable this way). Hyphen
dees all of that, The repcrt of the SUPERMANCON was terrific. I just

can’t express how good it is. Herels just a small quote from its "Iim

not sure whether it was Ken Potter of nyself who started this, but the in-
splration was probaebly Ving Clarke'’s 'quotecards® —-small pices cof paste-
board bearing fannish nmessages which clrcu2ated all during the Convention.
There were a thousand of then, with 100 different nassages. Later Chuch
Harris took to handing therm gravely to passers-by in the street, soretines vl
with a nuttered "Ghod bless you, Sir" and sonetines with a glance up and
dowr: the street and a finger pressed to the nouth. The rest of us lagged
behind watching the victin'ls reaction to such itens of information as I
HAD A PCSTUARD FROM GIIOD TIIS MORIILIG™ or BLOCDY PROVIIICIALS"., "-Williis

As you can guess, this Hyphen is a real treasury of humor! I loved and
read every page of it and would heartily suggest that you send Walt some
dough for it. It has 44 pages and should be worth at least 25¢ in good

old Anerican cureenzy. DEFIUITELY RECOMMEIDID. Get it, it's terrific. A/

¢
This is the 4th ish from wp yonder., Renn Cobb, ny good friend and cover
artist for AB;2 and the CONish, did the cover for this one (I think.) and
there's a nice ad plugging the boys from Burbank and their organization,
THE CHESLEY DONOVAILl FOUIDATION. PPRROgress (that's not ny spelling error)
Report by Poul Anderson makes sone interesting revelations. By the way,

if you haven'’t sent in your buck as yet you'!d better hop to it, these Con
Reports aren't worth missing. There's also-been (for the last three ishes)
an ad on the bacover for CLEVELAND 1IN *55,..and I for one an definitely
against it., T1f they make €Clevelgnd in *55 that means out of four Convente
ion yearsi the East willl have had it for three years. They had it in Chi-
ecage for '52, and Philly for ’53...nov the west should get two turms. Why
not vote for L.A. In *557 1I'n sure wve can support it. I for one, would
like to start an L.A, in 55 campaign. And if Cleveland pulls too strong~-
we can work on L.A. in '56. What about it. Get-that buck in now. B

Extrenely good~looking cover--must be lithoed. The reproduction is rahter
poor in this copy, but Gray informs me that mine is up in the W00's, and
for ditto that's amazing (no, it’s SAUCERIAN). I envy the boy, getting
copies of a ditto master. The nag lacks inside illos-~hardly but one
or two. There is only one color-~purple. The material doesn't interest
e at all. VPersonally, I can't stand any of these flying saucer addicts
nysel¥. Gray doesn't seent to be too much of a fiend on the subject. Ille
says that he's interested in it and donething d&s up there-~vhat it is, he
doean’t know. 1 agree with hin on that point, but heartily frowm on these °
religous fiends who say the world i1s going to end or any of that crap. 6k
pages all told...sells for 35¢4/ It's worth it if you8re interested in
saqners-~has soue good factual rnoterial. You night tey it. Dood. C/

A



When 1 fir ool a hold of this zine, it seemed rather irpre )
cover, though done rather simply, served its purpose and added sorne pink
color to the all-white zine. The thickness of the mag (42p.) also inp~
ressed me, That was about all. I could tell by Jjust looking at the cov
er that the zins was being published by a girl...and all along I thought
this "Lee" was a boy. Ilow here me cut, being a2 girl doesn't put two str
ikes against you in ny review colunn...except when the femininity comes
out in large doess in the mag itself. NNone of the names on the contents
pag rang a bell...sone a dlstant buzzy but no bell. Braan J. Mclaughton,
Juanita Wellons, Beverly Anmefs. Carol Puma, and Dave Jenrette were those
nanes., The zine is mémeocd, not too badly. I guess the reason for all

the nore or less little~Inown nanes is that this 1s some kind of organ of
the Indiana Seience Fiection Assoclation., Fletion, an article on music,
some cartoons (not very good in either idea or drawing), A History of
Weird Tales and sone more fiction and poetry use up the 40-odd pages. No
prisce on the mage I wouldn't advotate this zine if you're a staunch fan.
Hothing either fannish or hunorous In it. Fiction doesn't appeal to ne,
not fan~-fiction anyway, so I can't recommend the fiction--I haven't read
it. Oh yes, this is the first issue, a rather important thing in a way. _
She could possibly go places-~she puts out a neat zine-~if she reached out
side of Indlana for rnaterial, and widened the mag's appeal. Rather poor. -

Chas., ennounces in his editorial that he is going to publish an IHITERPLAI-
FTARY ARTFOLIO of sone of fandom'!s top artists...hels sending out to 100
fans when hels through. Artwork is beding asked for.. There's a rather
Interesting column by McCalin this lssue...some fiection and Russ Watkin's
colunn where he argues with one of the points I made regarding trading.

I thank hin for the egoboo and for the critlcism..he nade sone good points
there. One bone of contention to take up with Mr. Wells...sort of in def-
ense of Boob Stewart. You, sir, are a cadl Your so-called "Foofs" are a
direct steal frpm Boobis B60BSc They don’t look "a little" like the BOOBE. .
THEY ARE BOOBS! Suggest you contact Stewart or that he contact you. The
captions were gecod...but when IYopened to that page I though for sure they
were BOOBs t11l1l I looked below, The little bit of "BIAS: 55" was rather
good...I'd like tc see it again. llow, for an over-all review of Fta. I

am stlill appalled at Flendetta as it is now, compared to what it was sonme
months ago...It's cone dowm drastically. If FAPA does that to you, boy,
then quité Fta was a wonderful and nost enjoyable nmag in its earlier ishes,
nowv I don’t know what to say. 1 still enjoy it, but no*t at all compared to
how I liked it before. The mimec instead of ditto, the number of pages,
there are so many reasons. Get sorte better material. Xeep McCein, he's
good. Don'’t use quite so much fan~flction..and definitely get some arti. C-

E:C. Mags malize for good, famnish reading. This Fan-Journal has little to
do vith Fandom, other than a feu fan-naries (and not big ones) in it. The
cover, dlttoed, is done quite well by "Spicer". Fairly good reproduction.
Hot on the other hand, it is ggod reproduetion. Larry Stark takes apart
F.Ce by criticlizing rony of the past lssues-~very uninteresting. Sonewhat
lilke POTRZEBIE, vhich I revieved a few ishes ago. I have just about the

sane thing to say: "If you're at all interested in E.C. conlecs, you night
find this rather enjoyable", Othervise; you can take it or leave it. c



Very rnilce cover Well 1laid oun--vesenbles AB a bit. Printed by nme, DIF-
FUSIE IIAD TMPROVED 100% production wise., Material has irlproved only a
little bit--has still a way to go before it acquires the "top grade" nark
or souething near to it. Geis?® colurn does not hold ny interest. Very
unusual Tor Gels, Paul reviews in a very interesting nerner, devoting a
full page to eacl zine., Iliovever, when I finished reading the one page
review of AB...it didn't leave ne with a feeling that Ne really graded it
in any way. He didn‘t corrdt hinself-~sane with rostof the other reviews.
Actually, vhat he really did was revieu~-not grade. Illere a distinection
rmust be made. Diffuse is nmest excelleat this tine conpored to its foruer
self., 1I'd now place Diffuse sorevhere around #20 in order of the fanzines
T 1like to read. Paul plans big things for #3 and future issues--and of a
lot of peopls I've net in Fandon--paul certainly has the rost capabilitiese.
Would heartily suggest your ordering Diffuse and 1its future issues. This
is, I guess, what one would term an 8th Fandom zine. RECCOMMEIDED. B

Congratulations, Diek, This issue, by far, is tWe best ish of Psy, to date.
Fine Bergeron Cover. Klliscn Article =bout how Ghod of 7th Fandor speaks,
highly interesting--tho I tend slightly to disagree with hin. Howvever, 1
agree nore than disagree on the artiecle as a whole, If that neans anything.
Most noticeable thing was the presence of nost excellent artworl:. Kellog.
Bergeron and Bradley are all very good. Tucker excellent., That Dellyfont. =
alne bit was hilarious. DRenind ne to bring piles of crudzines %o loward

vhen I neefAd sone good liquor at the Con. The incident by Jin llarmon vas
very good. Aftier llours Visit was excellent--Reynolds is his usual best. .
As 1 said, best Psy to date. I'11l bet ny bottom dollar that Psy vill really °
iuprove now. With the future schedule of being bi-monthly laid cut by

Dick, those nice, thiclk, juley, 50 pages ishes are really going to be sone- .
thing. With MeCain's PADDED CELL (which didn‘t appear this tire), Reynold's
AFTER HOURS VISIT, Kessler's HOW ARE YOU FIXED FOR LLOOD?, Ellisons® THOUGHTS
FROM D¥EP OPACE, plus TIE LEATIER COUCH, SECTION &, OBSERVATION WARD, and

and SESSION, bhe can’t help but be the best. Gels deserves that 50 page el-
bow room--he can dc hils doggondest. Ie can also run other articles besides.
Man, I really recconend this zine rnov. It was falling a bit, bt not now. A4

Material this issue 1s for the birds. 1 knou, ny ckilics don't like ne
using that term...but damn ther, it's the truth., Wegars' bit and Stewart's
colurn held up the issue = bit. The zine looks sloppy and generally cruddy.
I've Imown Ted White for sone months nov, and this is the first thing I've
seen by hin. Definitely not what I expected. Very pocor issue this tine.
When I first got the dang thing, I opened it the wrong way cause 1 couldn't
tell which was the cover and which vas the bacover. NOT RECCOMEI/DED, Cour

ad 1 1 AT
{ L

Ahal Willis-~and in Fapal! Usually, I don’t go out of ny way to review

FAPA zires unless they core in fron the editor hinself as a trade for AB. .
This is o highly humorous ish, devoted to pleasing Charles Burbee. It succ- .,
eeds very vell--and even gives the average bystander a good bellylaugh as

d¢ nost of the things Willis publishes., I'n #L0 on the FAPA waiting list

at presant ond heartily reccomend nenbership to all. Very good. Both. DBL



Here is really one of my real faverites, CRUD really is (as it says on

the cover) “the fan's magazine™. For here they all are...Gremnell, Tuck-
er, Bloch, Willis, Silverberg, Doggs, and plenty of others., You couldn‘t
want bigger nanes and better materiaia The cover of this ish shows the
beast from 20,000th Fandom, with "I am pot Shelby Vick" on his breast plate.
Tha 1 ROIMIMDER DEGLER article by Tucker vas highly amusing and infornative.
I could go on and on about this naog and tell you how great itis, but your
voting on the ten top fanzines has justifyed this. GRUE is the llationfs
3rd best fanzine..only a few points behind HYPIIRI, the 2nd. Of course,

the votes for GRUE came in previous to this, the 21st issue. Otheruise,
GRUE night hate waptured 2nd place. GEIS, you'd better wgtch out for this
cne., It's now a subzine as well as a FAPAzine. I think DPFAIl awvoke to the
fact that fans outside of FAPA would be nore appreciative of CHOE, and so
is now sending out rore coples. Most sensational thing of thé lissue is hov
DEAIl managed to mirieograph PHOTOGRAPHS. The reproduction is faikr on the
photos~-they look better if you hold themat arn’s length. DBesides, Tucker
and Bloch, I beliewe are naturally that ugly. 8ilberbegg is sinply charm-
ing. Also ples of Bvelyn Gold andBill Calabrese. This, in my estination,
and lyphen are Fandort!s two best nags. Followed by PSY, AB, and OOPSLA!

I recomnend this nmost heartily, and anybody vhe doesn’t order this one, or
who hasn't seen a copy of GRUE is definitely a sucker! GREAT! ﬁ****’

-
o,

dere we have another up-and-coming zine. SPY nabbed 1lth place in the
fanzine pcoll and canme in e shade behigpd 10th place, Looks like I vond
$PY'g most active fan award. RenMo pToelains thilis in his editorial. lle
calls ne a "nass-—producer" and yells at ne to stop or farce the congequences,
Don't worry, Den, I sppreciate the thought; but for Fandonm to be wlthout
the Plague-~er, I nean Vorziner, is sonething too good to hope fer, Mo,
I°11 quitg fandon around 1957, when 1 enter lled School because the two
won‘t mix, but after a lapse of six years you never can tell, I night be
up in ny attie burrowing through old junk and come across the 25th ish of
ABstract and éecided to enter fandon once again. At any rate, I'1l be
around for another thirec years. IUBEDE FAIDORA'S BOX at least hhlped ne

} ow why AB hasn‘t becn reviewed yet...a rébher interesting article by
‘ari Wolf., TIHE VIOLENT WARD by Geis, is o. ks Degt thing in the entiré
lssue is DenMo’s own editorial, vhereing he reviews frnz, degrades people
(though not touo frequently), praises others, pacgses editorial widdom (I'm
sorry for all the typos), and votes on the top ten fanzines where he rateg
AB Oth, and gains ny ever-fpasting hate. 3% jamepacked pages--all good
nateriol by a conpetent editor. RECOMMYI.DED. Get thils one. A-

ihings have finally eonue to a heod between Park Shaeffer and rnyself. ATt
er I cut hin off without ny dittes Ille care out with # last nonth, ever
cruddier thon the one before..the nirnco he uses is 27 yeors old—-a flat-
ocd and & real antique., Iis naterlinl, 1 must aduit 1s tops. I conft

sec hou Willis condecsecends to wurite.for such o zinc--bet lLe's glod its
Inlded. Th& issue I hove here is the S5th ond last issve--thanlk Ghode
Actually, i1t wes ny Influcnce that hes riined hirw-without ny rovieus
and ny rechine, ond uy asst. editorship, ho conldn't continus PRI,
This issuc ie ontirely unrcodoble, 10 RICOILIIDED. last issug. ¥



=re I 2 ZIF that has reelly Laproved over

L4

The cover is very beautiiul. By Ted, hinself; it is 2 nlce plece of nulti.
colorwork. The bacover is nost excellent also. Dy far, these twvo pleces
are the best color nineography I’ve seen., Mineography has iuproved over
1005 and the pap gets a well-deserved BECOMMENDED., That shovws how a nag,
wlth a good pan at the heln, can jurp from rather poor to very good. It -
appears to ne that the Bob M. StewortiTed E. White luinship is pretty strong.
liovever; POTRVEDIE and the other crap is more or less Dob's influence., 1L

I had to piclt on of the two--it would be Ted--~hs seens to bs the good influ-
ence of the two. DBeb is a right kid, but he seerts to have a knosk for pubb-
ing erud. lie handles hiiselfl wvery well this ish--nalies for sone rather good
reading. Very excellent nmatkrial and very good reproduction. Goods BEL

Through a friendly wasning fron llovie Lyons, I lnew of the inpendiung purge

on ne phdnned for this issue of this rag. One thing I rmust say nowy this

ig Vol., 3, #3 of this zine and all I've scen are #1,#1, and #2,#2, T don’t
beliave there were any other issues. File on theeid Prove it. You list

the others, but I'd like tc bet there were no such issues. Geliting back

to the terrifie Vorziner blast. Very,good. At least, if I guy has to be
called dowm he can have it dore In a rather hurorouns fashion. One thing, .
I'11 bet dollars to doughnuts that that conceited be~~~-4, llorman G. DBrowne,
had his finger in this little pie~~you know what you ean do with him! The
other boys I've had no occassion to t#lk with--other than P. Illoverd. ‘A lot
of the things they said were true--but alot--the better hald--were false,
One nore thing...f AM 0T LETTLE! T am 18, am 5%11% tall, weigh 168 1bs.
That is not 1little. I am old enough to get drafted and corry a gun. 01d
enough also, to zarry it tc Tornonte and put .G, out for gocd. Ghad!

fiveri the poetry is directed at ne. I guess 1 should 'be honored. FEon Fllik
is 17%=-fle on thee. Gettest thouy the facts straight. OCh, you pick on ne, ,
and I am so worried., You boys hod sonething to say--znd you said it, You
seecnt to be a little slov on the draw with Revieus of AD#3 and #A+ vhen already
#5 and #6 have been out for scre tire now~-and here cones #7 cnly about a
veel folloving the receiplt of A-DI, Believe ne;,; I wouldn®t have yelled fron
liere to kinggdom come about ny fenish if T didn’t hove to. Dut, by Ghod, 1
vanted to pub 100 pages and I didn't intend naeling it all erud or paying for
it all nyself. I've worked hard at a job to pay for AB...I can afford to
spill ocut go much and then no more for ny hobby. I sereoned for good not-
erial--even went so for as to pit one author against another for even better
stuff. 1 had to squeeze the noney fron the fans, 1ike blazes. Certain other
vieus of rnine have changed since AB#3, Mr. Raeburn. You'‘d realize this if
you read AD#5 or #06. Once, I don't mind, however, should you sece to cont-
inue to derggate me in future issues, I shall refuse acceptance of sane and
stop sending you and ADstracts. louever, up to this point, I'n still quite
cheerful about the whole thing.

-

Y

Here we have a zine--a conblnation of the talents of both Mr. Menieucci and
Mr. Malz, The zine 1ls liftho'd, tho not wery good to vhat I've seen done by
that same neans. My Rex-0, (tho not using this ish as a conparison--~the ¢
blue masters only gave a 60 copy run wvhich I had to stretch out to 90) is
capable of better reproduction. Material wasonly fair, but with future ishes
it will get rmuch better., Dest thing in the ish was "Paula” by Don lioward s
Donnell. Might try this one. DBids to being a fair zine. Try it. &
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This is not the first tine I'm doing
this here last editorial before I'nm
even halfweay through the nag...Il did
the szne thing last issue-~but this
issue it's worse-~for here 1t is the
lst of August and you're not supposed
to get this thing until around the 27th
of August. Dut here 1t is, 8:00 and
I've got nothing hetter to do than bang
out an editorial., There's nothing terrif-
icly newv in my little world as of now, That
raw and burning baek 1 was groaning about last issue has
now turned to a nost becoming browm...the reason being that this is ny
18th consequetive day down to the beach. I'm going into ny
/j/(\§ next to last weel: of suiwer college this week--and I'm glad of
P it. Detween school, the beach, and leecping up with ny skating,
I've had a busy swmer to, date. At present, both the undersides
of both ny right and left forearus are blue and green to the elbowv. That
cores fron leonlng on those dang colored carbons. Enough of that, thatfll
all go into the lltile article I'n golng to write about HNE AID ABSTRACT. If
Gels can do it, so can I! As of. today, there's only 31 more days till the
Con...when you get this there!ll only be about five nore days. If you're
going to be up there, you'll recognize ne as the fellow with the beanie and *
short pants.

The COliish looms ahead of mey and I alnost drcad the though of it. Fear
not, friends, for this is not a forbodying sign, for thatfs thc vay 1 fed&l
vhen approaching the Rex-~0 to do ish of ABstract. I've changed somewhat
since last ish. I'n now pgoing togﬁg about 30 pages before the Con, and 70
arter...I1'll be agsured of mich better naterial that way. Then, the Conish
will narlk the end of one year of publ;shing for me. Actually, as of this
Decenber, 1 will have been in Fandom 1% years. From lay, 1953, to Dec., '54
Iive bean in active fandom (with IIAl) since Sept. 153, markin" this Sep%Q,
a8 uy first year of fan-pubbing and Jan., as ny first year uith AD,

Gregg Calliins has informed ne that he won't b e going to the SFCon. lle sayc
he hasn't pot the dough. lie rdght still go, tho... I'11 be up in Frisco
on ecither the night of the lst or the nlght of the 2nd.- I might wvant to

get there on Thurs., so I can try sone sle ting at tutrois...San Fran's big
shating rinl:y seeing as I von't be ablc to slaute nuch during the Con. I'11
be dragging ry cauera up to the Con to talie sore real Lceno~dandy snaps

of all the nore avlnmord, horely, ral-forned fen up there.

Ch yes, rdght as well brag a little. In the poll, AD got 46 first placc
votes, 26 2nd, 11 3rd, 9 »th, 1¢ 5th, 20 6th, 7 7th, 5 Gth, 7 9th, 3 1Cth,
Thanx, boys, for your loyal support, Gec...only 400 votes behiyd PSY. If
1 dig up buis to bete for AR, that'll beecess

Cut 20 lceches off ny sub list...they teren't subbers, nore or less free-
leaders. Soric of then are: Larry Anderson, R.J. Bonks, Jogaeph Drennm

Don Cantin, Gary Curto, Dave Inpglish, John Fleteher, Paul Canley, lan terd-
ing, Veo uanpton, Dave Ish, Leith JOheph, Jos Kinne, Joel lydzhl, lienry
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¢ : Na revived from Mafic and that b _ A1
be cub suoruly. e wili bz done on ny Rex~0, and will be sole <O LaESse
Paul and I were discussing it en the phone this evening. It'il be out
in abouw Hvo weszks or so--should get to you out there around the sane
tine this does. Paul Will z2lso be going up with ne to the Tono »

Looks like GREY aznd the VIIE have another conmpetitor, a goed one. LA
BANSRER, pubbad by dag hes Just cone out. The nmags keen flowing in give
ing ne lots apd lots to review. 1 just finished gooflng a page this isn.
Two certain review pages_vere supposed to be back to back, Instead I did
them 2ach on seperate piles. leaving ne with two empty paﬂes thot can only
be filled in with reviews, the nags better start ecoming in, or Iin cooked.,

During ny iLittle gofia pcrﬁoﬂ after the Conish,, IRE‘TUQQ goirg to do gnoth
ing but urite art ticles and Little Willies. A&hh, that welsone perict of
respite. DBub it won't be all rest, for I've got two nev pags coning out!l
I can hear the fuﬂw“hdlenﬂﬁ nov; screaning for help. Yes, two nevw nags.
One, THE EGN-DOO LOVER'S CAZETTE, will be my Fapazine. The other, THE
FAIITASY INTERLINER, Y'n ~onuenplat1ng joining WAPA or CMPA (Ving Clarke's
new org). Copies will be availsble to non-Apans on requect~-both are 10¢.

LATEST FEUD TIEWS: Parler Shaeffer is now llving it up with Denis lioreen.
Man, those tuo guys are LC“llV battling it ocut. Seens 1t 211 revolves
around a certain artiecle in PROTOW by hi in. telling all about why ns ls .
supposedly copying PSY and vhy CGeis ies his idol. Tliow, don't get ne wrong, *
I'nm not saying all this is true. Ms? I'M THROUGH WITI FEUDS! (Anyone

may interline rie on that one-~just pgy ny nane next to 1t.)

It's a rare occalsion vhen therefs a two-party feud in AB and cne of then
isn't ne. llow, it's Grennell vs. llittelbuscher and Shaeffer vs. loreen.
TOO LATE HOTICE: Just today I gut a letter from the Dzan of Pond-du-Lac
saylng he was glad I didn't print his letter in AB#6. I'n glad too: I
printed it in AB#? llo don't get me wrong, gang, but the letter arrived
a little too late. The page had already been pTLnted up, besides, the .
Dean says his attitude towards Mittelbuscher hasn't changed. PAUL? Do you
hear ne? I'nt not taking sides on this one either--1 just love feuvds when
I'n not involved.

the cover of this ish deplets Shaefer and Moreen at the SFlon, MNice,
quiet little boys.... DBy the way, youire right if you think the cover
was stolen fron a ¥ad panel. It was from G.I. Shmoe--a buddy of nine
drew it, but again I didn’t realize it was a steal until after the cov-
er wvent to press and sorebody who dropped by happencd to nention it was
not original. Oh well, so they'll only sue....

ATter the runerous corrents regarding the front cover of last igsue, I
hereby sclemnly suear never to print another nude on the cover., I'nm
lucky ghe darn mag even got through the mails. Grennell wves utterly
aghast!

At present, nmy living quarters are a ness. Pubbing #7 and the CCliish
one rlght after the othcr can be pretty hectic on ones' roon. Ilowever,
Carter's obligingly produces a swecetly~scented ditto fluid making a tox-
ic, yet still sweet-spelling fluid.

My nail?s been pretty thick lately, Mostly last minute quarters that
cope rolling in. This I'n happy to see. The contributions aren®t all
in, though, and I get %he last-minute scare. I hope I get the last nin-
ute rush.

-
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Co-users, Wik MUST UNITE! These blue carbons are shee
i nly printing 90 copiles this Tine--they suz ouldn
c 120 Uhg ey stort fading cut asround copy 74C urple is = nise

color, 1711 stick to it. This is the first tine Rex~0 has put out a Dblue
arbon...at the sone tire, they've put out Green and Red carbons. The
green, so far, is the only worthvhile thing they have except the purple.
The Tifth, and hardly-ever-used color, is black. It's not a black bla-ly,
A and gives off a rather watery, greyish-loolking black. Soreday. T'11L

gel o free sanple fron Rex-~0 and give it a whirl.

1. Ton Nonnsll 31. Don Wegars 6l. Tad Duke

2. vtuasrt Hock 32. Fred Malz 62. Jim Bradley

3, Burton Satz 33, Mary Southworth 63. Gil Menieruccl
L., Jin Clemons 34, Richard Bergeron 64. Dave Rike

5.  Charles Wilgus 35, Dean Crennell 65. Jerry Burge

6, Tort Piper 36. Redd Boggs 66. Peter Grahan

7. Janice Sadler 37. Gray DBarker 67. Larry Bslint

3. Gregg Callkins 38. Dick Clarkson 68. John Magnus

. Jill Openhein 30, Alan FElns 69. Charles Wells
10. Ted White LC. George Viksnins 70. Hsaman Peterson
11, Denis Moreen 41. Bob Madle 7l. Charles Durbee
12, Richard Geis 42, Rog Phillips 72. Lee Hoffnan

13. Bill Reynolds hﬁ. Bill Rotsler 73. Dwight Agner
14, P, Mittelbuscher o Bob Tucker 7%, John Hitchcock
15, Raleigh Multog L5, David llorpan 75. Ron Ellilk

16, Forry Ackerman L6, Bill Berger 76. Charles Riddle
17. Alex Montoya 47. Don Chappell 77+ Dob Silverberg
18. Dave Wilhoyte 418, Art Kunwiss 78, Ron Onith

19, V. Paul Howell L9, Robert Gilbert 9, Ray Thonpson
20, Ralph Stapenhorst 50. Walt Wilfis 0. Russell Watkins
21. Laddie London 51. Bob Dloch 8l. MR. X

22. Margaret Dominiclk 52. Walt Bowart 82, Dro. J. J. Vorziner
23. Carol McKinney gia Harlan Fllison 830 Mary Kllen Vorziner
24, Claude R. Iall . Roger Canales 8. Peter Vorzincr
25, Lynn Hiclman 55, Terry Carr 85, File

26, Arthur Repp 56. Bob Stewart (Cal.) &6, Fille

27. Jan Jensen 57. Edgar layes 82, llorman Shorrocit
28, Mari Wolf 58, Ronnie Cobb 88, Larry Teuziusk;
29, Sam Hohnson 50, Burt Beerman . 89, Bob Stewvart (Tex.)
30. Howard Lyons 60. Boyd Raeburn %0. Lee Jacobs

That's them. 90 of '8m. The renaining ten will be sold at the Convention
to sonie unsuspecting sucker, If you're not on the list--you can get one
at the Con--rather order one of then at the Con. The nag won't be out uvu-
till the niddle of September some tine. I'm printing no nore than 100.
If more than that number cone in..all those after #100 will be rejected.

Well, next thing, I'll be at the Con. You can all recognize this chor-
acter., I%1ll bet half of you vho‘ve never seen me before will be able to
recognize ny fonnish countenance. Tho please don’t confuse ne with P.L.
Shaeffer, we've been told that we look a2lile (both have dark hzir and
vear horn-rinned glasses). That's the last thing I wvant to be told: that
I look like that bird!

Who Imnows? Perhaps I might be handing these things out at the Con to sone
of you. (Save postage, you lmow.) A whole bunch of us are leaving A LA
CREYDOGGY on the norning of the 2nd. We'd 1like to get there the night
a‘fore tihe Con, sc¢ ve ean case the joint, 1%d rlsc lilie to reasure the
drop fron the roof. I'd like teo get thie veloelty of 2 falling tomatoe.
Geis, watch out! Buff said, thatis all for this 1lsh., DBe seeing you...
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